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Former President Carlos Salinas de Gortari (1988-1994) has reappeared as an influential figure in the
Mexican political scene. Reports surfaced after the 2003 mid-term elections that the former president
had played a major behind-the-scenes role in the campaigns of several of his fellow members of the
Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), although no one could offer any concrete proof that the
president actually participated in electoral activities.
With or without Salinas' help, the PRI won four gubernatorial races and a plurality of seats in the
congressional election, leaving the party in a strong position to dictate the agenda in the Chamber of
Deputies during the 2003-2006 session (see SourceMex, 2003-07-09).
Still, Salinas' return to prominence marks a major turnaround from the mid-1990s, when the
president went into self-imposed exile to Ireland and Cuba after taking the blame for the 1994 peso
devaluation and the ensuing economic crisis.
The former president, who was portrayed as ruthless and corrupt, was rumored to have been
involved with international drug cartels and is also said to have masterminded the assassination
of his brother-in-law Jose Francisco Ruiz Massieu, then PRI secretary-general (see SourceMex,
(1994-10-05). These allegations were never proven.
Salinas quietly returned to Mexico in late 2000, confident that he would not be prosecuted by newly
elected President Vicente Fox. Analysts said the excitement generated by Fox's victory and the
transition away from PRI governments allowed Salinas to keep a low profile over the last few years.

Salinas said to influence election of PRI legislative leader
According to the rumors, Salinas immediately began to rebuild his role as power-broker in the PRI,
culminating with his behind-the-scenes involvement in the 2003 campaign. His close association
with party president Roberto Madrazo Pintado is said to have left the former president in a strong
position to influence the election of PRI secretary-general Elba Esther Gordillo Morales as leader
of the PRI delegation in the lower house. Gordillo, an enigmatic figure, narrowly defeated former
Sonora governor Manlio Fabio Beltrones in a vote held among newly elected PRI legislators on July
19.
Both candidates occupied one of the at-large seats assigned to the PRI based on the percentage of
the vote received by the party. Many PRI members who opposed Gordillo's election raised concerns
that she would weaken the position of the PRI through her pledge to work closely with the Fox
administration. "We have to be a party of opposition and not of concessions," said Mariano Palacios
Alcocer, who once held the PRI presidency.
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Gordillo dismissed these concerns and fiercely defended her independence. "Elba is not at the
service of Fox, Elba is not at the service of Salinas, Elba is not at the service of Roberto Madrazo,"
said the new PRI legislative leader. "Elba is not even at the service of Elba."
Gordillo will have to work hard to bring her party together, given her enmity with the teachers
union (Sindicato Nacional de Trabajadores de la Educacion, SNTE) and other labor factions in
the PRI. Gordillo, who was once an SNTE leader, is accused of misusing union funds and of using
heavy- handed tactics to silence opponents. She is rumored to have gone as far as to order the
murder of her critics, a charge she has denied.
Salinas retains a love-and-hate relationship in the PRI, continuing to command a very loyal
following among some members of his party and drawing criticism from other factions. During
his exile, many influential PRI leaders took great pains to distance themselves from the disgraced
president.
In the PRI's first-ever presidential primary in 1999 leading candidates Francisco Labastida Ochoa
and Roberto Madrazo both tried to gain the upper hand by accusing the other of being "the
candidate of Carlos Salinas," even though both had been close to the former president (see
SourceMex, 1999-09-15).
Since his return, many high-profile PRI members have not been shy about associating themselves
with the former president, including PRI leader Roberto Madrazo. Mexico City mayor sounds alarm
No one had hinted at a Salinas' role in the 2003 election until Mexico City Mayor Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador brought up this possibility in an interview with the daily newspaper La Jornada.
Lopez Obrador, a member of the center-left Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD), said he
was concerned about information that Salinas had worked behind the scenes on behalf of some PRI
candidates. The mayor also raised concerns that Salinas may be preparing to play a major role in the
selection of the PRI presidential candidate in 2006. "We must consider that Salinas' policies brought
our country to ruins," the Mexico City mayor told La Jornada.
Lopez Obrador said Salinas was not only plotting with former collaborators within the PRI, but had
rebuilt relations with a faction of the governing center-right Partido Accion Nacional (PAN). The
leader of this faction, Sen. Diego Fernandez de Cevallos, worked closely with the former president
in his role as legislative coordinator in the Chamber of Deputies in 1991-1994, which was the last half
of the Salinas presidency. Some PRI members echoed Lopez Obrador's concerns about a possible
Salinas collusion with the PAN.
Jorge Avendano, who leads a faction of the PRI called Linea Democratizadora, said he has
information that Salinas helped negotiate a deal that allowed PRI candidates to take the
gubernatorial seats in Sonora and Campeche state in exchange for allowing the PAN to claim a
few more seats in the Chamber of Deputies. "The triumphs that the PRI achieved in Sonora and
Campeche were the result of negotiations between Salinas and Fernandez de Cevallos," said
Avendano.
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Reaction to Lopez Obrador's charges of Salinas' involvement in the campaign was mixed among
members of the PRD. Deputy Sergio Acosta Salazar warned about Salinas' wide-ranging influence
and his plans to support the presidential candidacy of former foreign relations secretary Jorge
Castaneda in 2006. Acosta and other PRD members remain angry about allegations that Salinas stole
the 1988 presidential election from PRD candidate Cuauhtemoc Cardenas by fabricating a computer
malfunction and then altering the numbers.
Taking the opposite stance was PRD Sen. Demetrio Sodi de la Tijera, who dismissed the concerns
about Salinas as exaggerations. "The ghost of Salinas is dead, and we don't need any ghost hunters,"
he said, in reference to Lopez Obrador. "We need someone who is grounded in reality." La Jornada
said Salinas also helped put together the alliance between the PRI and the Partido Verde Ecologista
Mexicano (PVEM) for the 2003 congressional elections.
The PRI-PVEM Alianza para Todos took 34% of the vote. When the PRI votes are tabulated by
themselves, the former governing party took only 23%, which is less than the 30% obtained by the
PAN (see SourceMex, 2003-07-09). The PVEM had formed a coalition with the PAN in the 2000
election, but the two parties parted ways shortly after Fox took office.
The PRI executive committee (comite ejecutivo nacional, CEN) dismissed the rumors of Salinas'
involvement as a total fabrication. "We have no evidence that would allow us to even theorize that
Salinas is becoming involved in the decisions that are the sole domain of the party leadership," said
PRI spokesperson Carlos Jimenez Macias. "These rumors are simply a work of science fiction." Still,
some influential PRI members were uncomfortable with the rumors of Salinas' return to an active
role within the party. Oaxaca Gov. Jose Murat said Salinas' involvement with the PRI would be a
"disgrace" and "an unfortunate development."
Murat was careful to broaden his statements to include former presidents Ernesto Zedillo
(1994-2000) and Miguel de la Madrid (1982-1988), whom he described as members of the
"neoliberal" wing of the party that promoted privatization and free trade. "The technocratic
governments not only converted the country into a factory of poverty, but also allowed the Mexican
revolution to die," said Murat.

Ex-president said to regain some appeal among electorate
Analysts said Salinas is regaining some appeal among the Mexican electorate, partly because he is
viewed as a counterweight to the perceived lack of leadership in the current PAN administration.
"If there is one man in this country who has had everything that President Fox is lacking, that man
is Salinas," historian Enrique Krauze told the New York Times. "He has tremendous drive and a
strong understanding of how to exercise power."
Some PRI members say they have heard the same type of sentiment from voters. "I think that a large
part of the population still repudiates the figure of Salinas, but another segment says that things
were 'different' when the former president was in office," said PRI Deputy Jorge Carlos Ramirez
Marin. Ironically, Salinas credits Fox for allowing him to return to Mexico. "State persecution against
me has ended," Salinas told the New York Times. "President Fox has been very respectful with me
and my administration."
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In an interview with the New York Times, Salinas did not confirm or deny involvement in the
2003 campaign but dismissed charges that he was preparing to return to a direct role in electoral
politics. "[My opponents] would prefer to make me into some kind of ghost than to talk about real
issues," said the former president. (Sources: El Universal, 07/17/03; The New York Times, 07/20/03;
Unomasuno, 07/14/03, 07/18/03, 07/21/03; Notimex, 07/16/03, 07/20/03, 07/21/03; Milenio Diario,
07/17/03, 07/18/03, 07/21/03; La Cronica de Hoy, 07/18/03, 07/21/03, 07/22/03; Reforma, 07/15/03,
07/22/03; Agencia de noticias Proceso, 07/13/03, 07/15/03, 07/22/03; El Sol de Mexico, 07/18/03,
07/22/03; La Jornada, 07/14-18/03, 07/21/03, 07/23/03)
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